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Nantes, long the royal capital of Brittany (Rennes is traditionally the administrative capital) is 
a dynamic city with strong ties to not one but two regions: Brittany and the Loire Region.  
The population of the city comes from both regions and has soared in recent years.  Some 
400,000 people now live in Nantes itself and another 200,000 live in its immediate suburbs.   
The city is home to a number of American companies and has the largest commodities 
exchange house in France outside Paris.   It is also the capital of the Pays de la Loire (Loire 
Region), which, with its five departments, stretches eastwards to the city of Le Mans and as 
far south as the Vendée department.    Forty miles west of Nantes, at the Loire river estuary, 
is the city Saint-Nazaire, a heavily industrialized port city that is closely linked to Nantes.   
 
The Pays de la Loire Region is the fifth wealthiest French region, with GDP representing 
4.6% of French GDP and employment accounting for 5% of total employment in France.   
 
Some important figures: 
• A population of 3,222,784 inhabitants with an average GDP per capita of  $19,500 
 
• Close to 1.4 million jobs are located in the region and are broken down as follows:  
   services (61.7%), manufacturing (29.1%) and agriculture (9.2%).  The service sector is    
   less important than in the Paris area, where it represents some 70% of all jobs. 
 
• The main metropolitan areas are Nantes (406,000 inhabitants), Angers (208,000), Le  
   Mans (190,000) and Saint Nazaire (132,000). 
 
• The Nantes/Saint Nazaire area is the leading French center for shipbuilding and the 
   second largest center for aeronautics.  Other major industrial sectors include the  
   automotive sector (Renault assembly plant in Le Mans), the food processing sector  
   (meat, milk, seafood), leather and footwear (in the Cholet area), electronics (Motorola 
   in Angers), rubber and plastics, wood (the Nantes/St. Nazaire port handles some  
   500,000 tons of wood a year) and fishing. 
 
•   Shipbuilding in Western France has enjoyed a huge comeback.  Alstom – Chantiers de  
    l’Atlantique is the world’s second largest shipyard for cruise liners, with 5,000  
    employees (the number of subcontractors on site is around 4000 depending on the  
    construction phase), surpassed only by the Ficantieri yard in Italy.  It has some $3  
    billion in orders scheduled for 2003 and 2004.  Currently, the Queen Mary II cruise  
    liner is under construction. 
 
•   E.A.D.S. (formerly Aérospatiale Saint-Nazaire) employs 2000 people.  In the  
     “Usine de Gron” plant, it assembles the front and center fuselages of all Airbus  
     jetliners as well as complete wings for the propeller craft ATR.  It produces precision  
     pipes, metal panels and sections for fuselages at its other plant in Nantes. 
•  There are approximately 180 manufacturing operations with more than 200 employees  
    in the Pays de la Loire Region.  There are also 70 U.S.-owned manufacturing  
    operations, which employ about 13,000 people.  30 of the U.S. companies are in the  
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    Nantes-St. Nazaire area.  Among the top investors are Newell – Rubbermaid  
    (Waterman), Atmel, G.E.  (FAMAT – G.E./SNECMA joint venture), United Biscuit,  
    Cargill and York. (Appendix : list of U.S. companies) 
 
•   The Pays de la Loire also ranks fourth among French regions in terms of innovation, 
     based on the number of patents issued to companies in the region.  Small high-tech  
     companies have set up business and larger groups such as Alcatel, AST (U.S.), Lucent  
     (U.S.), and Atmel (U.S.) are active in the region.  New high-tech company creation  
     doubled in the nineties. 
 
•   Exports ($14 billion) were down in 2001 from $15 billion in 2000.  Imports ($14  
     billion) were down as well from a record $16.5 billion in 2000.   The Pays de la Loire  
     ranks 8th among French regions as importer of goods and 7th as exporter of goods. 
 
•   The Pays de la Loire ranks as the seventh largest market among the 22 French regions  
     for exports from the United States, with some $600 million, representing 4.28% of  
     Pays de la Loire worldwide imports in 2001.  Top U.S. exports to the region are  
     telecommunications equipment, food products and computer equipment. 
 
•   The U.S. is the seventh largest beneficiary of exports of the Pays de la Loire with a  
     little over $600 million dollars in purchased goods.  The Pays de la Loire ranks eighth  
     in France for export volume to the U.S.  
 
•   Trade flow between the Pays de la Loire and the United States is basically balanced. 
  
•    After Brittany, the Pays de la Loire ranks second nationally in terms of agricultural  
      output (10% of all national production) and fifth nationally for its fisheries (16%). 
 
•   Nantes’ educational and research facilities host about 50,000 students and more than  
     2,000 researchers and lab technicians. 
 
•   The labor situation in the Pays de la Loire has significantly improved over the past  
     five years, which is due largely to the fact that traditional sectors such as shipbuilding,  
     aeronautics, automobiles, electronics and processed food – which account for 75% of  
     all industrial employment – as well as “new technology” sectors (e.g.  
     telecommunications, information technology and biotechnology) have contributed  
     greatly to job creation.  In December 1998  the unemployment rate was 11.9%.  At the  
     writing of this report the figures for the 4th quarter of 2002 demonstrate that the Pays  
     de la Loire Region are consistently below the national average.  Latest unemployment  
     figures: 
 

1st 
quarter 
2001 

2nd 
quarter 
 2002 

3rd 
quarter 
2002 

4th 
quarter 
2002 

 
Pays de la Loire Region 7.5 7.6 7.6 7.8  
 
Total unemployment in 
France 8.7 9.0 9.0 9.1 
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U.S INVESTMENT IN THE PAYS DE LOIRE 
 
• The United States is a leading foreign investor in the Pays de Loire region, with some 70 
U.S. companies employing over 13,000 workers.  Thirty U.S. firms are located in the Nantes 
and Saint-Nazaire area. 
 
• The top four U.S. investments (and largest foreign employers) in the Nantes - Saint-
Nazaire area are: 
 

• Waterman SA in Saint Herblain (Gillette): 862 employees – pens & office supplies; 
 

• MHS SA in Nantes (Atmel): 847 employees – printed circuits development, 
production and distribution; 

 
• Fabrications Mécaniques de l’Atlantique in Saint-Nazaire (G.E./SNECMA joint 

venture – General Electric): 450 employees – aeronautics: engine casings; 
 

• Carnaud Metalbox in Nantes (Crown Cork & Seal Co.): 300 employees – food cans. 
 
 
Complete list of U.S. Firms operating in the Pays de Loire: 
 
Electronic/Information Technology/Telecommunications 
Applied Materials/Applied Materials, Nantes (R&D for equipment to manufacture semi 
conductors; no. of employees: 2); 
Harman Intl. Industries/ Audax Industries sa, Château du Loir (loud speakers; 387); 
Lucent Technologies Intl/Castel, Saumur (equipment for internal phones; 30); 
Lucent Technologies Intl/Lucent Technologies, Saumur (production of telecommunication 
self-commuters; 453); 
Digital Development Corp./DDF Pertec, Cholet 9data processing equipment; 57); 
Leach International/Leach Intl. G.E.P.E. SA, Niort 9parts for electromechanical commutation 
systems; 130); 
Atmel/MHS sa, Nantes (printed circuits – development & production; 864); 
Modus Media Intl./Modus Media Intl., Beaucouzé (assembly of software kits for Packard 
Bell & NEC; 35) 
Beaucouzé (Assembly of Packard Bell/NEC software kits; 35); 
Molex Inc./Molex Switch, Château Gontier (flat keyboards with membranes; 150); 
Motorola Inc./Motorola Electronique Automobile, Angers (electronics for automobiles; 320); 
Eltron Intl./ Privilege Card, Varades (compact printers for plastic cards; 70); 
Xerox Corp./Rank Xerox, Nantes (sales & maintenance of laser printers and copiers black & 
white; 260). 
Automotive 
Trident Automotive/Acco La Teledynamique, Le Mans (automotive cabling; 253); 
Littlejohn & Co./Blond Baudouin, Nort sur Erdre (vans, truck, canvas cover; 193); 
Dana Corp./Tourco sa, Saint Barthélémy d’Anjou (brakes & clutches for machine tools; 120); 
TRW Inc./TRW Occupant Restraint Systems France, sa, Angers (seat belts for cars; 263); 
Tenneco Inc./Walker France sa, Ernée (exhaust systems for cars; 152); 
Tenneco Inc./Walker France sa, Laval (exhaust systems for cars; 210); 
Tenneco Inc./Walker France sa, Saint Berthevin (exhaust systems for cars; 96); 
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Warner Electric Brake & Clutch Co./DANA Co/Warner France, Allones (electromagnetic 
brakes and clutches; 105). 
 
Food Processing & Packaging 
Ralston Purina Co/Agribands Europe France, Longué-Jumelles (pet food; 52); 
Cargill Inc./Cargill, Boussay (pet food; 15); 
Cargill Inc./Cargill (Semences), Angers (sales of corn, sunflower seeds, colza; 15); 
Cargill Inc./Cargill Cie SA, Cholet (animal food; 45); 
Cargill Inc./Cargill France, Château Gontier (refinement of oil for food and production of 
plastic packaging; 87); 
Cargill Inc./Cargill Soja France, Saint Nazaire (processing of oleaginous seeds; 130); 
Crown Cork & Seal Co./Carnaud Metalbox, Nantes (metal cans; 300); 
Baccardi Imports Inc./Compagnie Française des Vins Mousseux Veuve Amiot, 49 Saint 
Hilaire Saint Florent (sparkling wine; 55); 
Schweitzer Mauduit Intl./LTR Industries sa, Allones (tobacco; 263); 
Valspar Corp./Valspar France Corp., Nantes (paints, varnish and ink resins for covering soda 
cans; 100). 
 
Metal Processing 
Howmet Cercast/Ciral, Evron (aluminium die casting; 225). 
 
Plastics 
Carpenter E.R. Co/Carpenter sa, Noyant (processing of cellular plastic; 90);. 
Carpenter E.R. Co/Carpenter sa, Saint Sylvain de Grandlieu (processingof cellular plastic; 
90); 
Carpenter E.R. Co/Carpenter sa, Craon (processing of cellular plastic; 95). 
 
Chemicals 
Ajay Chemicals Inc./Ajay Europe, Evron (distribution of chemical products; 30); 
Sun Chemical/Georget sa., Saint Aignan de Grandlieu (inks, pigments; 100); 
Great Lakes Chemical Corp./Octel France, Paimboeuf (lead additives for gas; 50). 
 
Pharmaceuticals 
Bristol Myers Squibb Co./Bristol Myers Squibb, 44 Saint Nazaire (applied pharmaceuticals 
research center; 30); 
Baxter/Allegiance Sante, Châteaubriant (non-woven surgical operative fields; 90); 
Warner Lambert Company/Jouveinal Laboratoires, Angers (cosmetology; 170); 
Respironics Inc./Respironics Europe, Nantes (pharmaceutical products, wholesale; 10); 
Respironics Inc./Respironics France, Nantes (pharmaceutical products, wholesale; 10); 
Sangstat Medical Corp./Sangstat Atlantique, Nantes (medical research; 7); 
Schering Plough Corp./Scheringplough, Segré (veterinary products; 100); 
PPG Industries Inc./Sipsy, Avrillé (active pharmaceutical ingradients; 195). 
 
Textiles & Apparel 
Sara Lee/La Confection Sarthoise, Sablé/Sarthe (women’s intimate apparel; 170); 
S & S Industries/Flexline, Mortagne sur Sèvre (lingerie; 38). 
 
Other Industries 
PPG Industries Inc./GLACISOL, 44 Nantes (windows, aluminum building products; 80); 
PPG Industries Glass sa/AIV et Compagnie, La Chapelle Saint Aubin (distribution of 
mirrors, flat, glass, workshop isolating glass; 42); 
Alumax Fabricated Products Inc./Alumax Industrie, Montreuil-Bellay (metal windows and 
automotive aluminum accessories; 130); 
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Friede Goldman/Brissonneau et Lotz, Carquefou (winches, cranes for bridges, offshore 
equipment; 250); 
Occidental Industries/ECA Manutention, La Merlatière (lifting & handlingequipment; 42); 
The Eldre Corp,/Eldre, Angers (electrical insulators, precision mechanics; 47); 
General Electric Co./Famat sa, Saint Nazaire (equipment for aeronautics; 500); 
Stonnington Partners/Goss Graphics Systems, Nantes (rotary presses; 240); 
Harmon Contract Bloomington/Harmon LTS, Saint-Nazaire (ironworks; 40); 
Haworth/Haworth, 85 Montaigu (office furniture; 550); 
Ingersoll-Dresser Pump Co./Ingersoll-Dresser Pompes, Arnage (industrial pumps; 300); 
Kollmorgen Corp./Kollmorgen Arthus sa, Avrillé (electrical engines; 200); 
Emerson Electric Co Inc./Leroy-Somer, Allonnes (electrical engines; 97); 
Metcut Research Associates/Metcut Recherches, Carquefou (tests; 6); 
American Standard/Piel-Sanifrance, Saint Ouen de Mimbre (faucets; 172); 
Sealed Air Corp./Sealed Air Systems, Port Brillet (absorbing paper; 8); 
Vishay Intertechnology Inc./Sfernice Div. Geka, Ancenis (high precision resistances; 70); 
Fairchild Fasteners Corp./Simmonds sa, 72 Saint Cosme en Vairais (fasteners for automotive 
and aeronautics; 535); 
SB Power Tools/Skill France, Beaucouzé (sales of electric power hand tools; 36); 
Vishay Intertechnology Inc./Vishay Division Aztronic, Château Gontier (passive electronic 
components; 75); 
Rubie’s Costume/Vision Editions, Cholet (games & party accessories; 8); 
Gillette Co/Waterman, Saint Herblain (pens, markers; 800); 
York Intl. Corp./York France Airchal, Carquefou (refrigerating equipment; 320). 
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