Overview of Caen and the Western Normandy Region

The region of Western Normandy is composed of three "Départements™:
Calvados, Manche and Orne.

Demographics

In the 2000 census, Western Normandy ranked the 17th most populous province
with 1.4 million people. The capital of Western Normandy is Caen, with a population of nearly
120,000. The metropolitan statistical area of Caen boasts over 200,000 inhabitants. The city is a
two-hour drive from
Paris.

Economy

The region produces 1.3% of all exports from France, and consumes 1.2% of all
imports to France. 4.5% of all industrial and agricultural output exported from the region in 2003
went to the United States. The working agricultural population of Western Normandy is 10%.
With 24% of all workers in the industrial sector, Western Normandy is at the same level as the
national average. Three sectors dominate the market: the car industry, the petrochemical
industry, and the food industry. Many other sectors strengthen the industrial activity of the
region, particularly the electronics industry, aeronautic and naval construction, the iron and steel
industry, as well as the textile and paper industries.

Caen is the largest port in Western Normandy. Cherbourg has a large
military port. The nuclear power plant in Cherbourg (La Hague) is one of
the most productive in France. The highway network in Normandy has improved
vastly over the past decade.

There are 22 U.S. companies in the area, specialized primarily in
the automotive, medical, pharmaceutical and agribusiness fields (see below).

History

On June 6th 1944, Allied forces landed on the coasts of the Calvados
and Manche departments. The American landing beaches have kept the names
Omaha and Utah that they were given during the war. Arromanches with its
artificial port, a number of military cemeteries, the Pointe du Hoc battle
site, many military relics and an impressive number of monuments and
milestones continue to serve as reminders of the battles. At the American
cemetery in Colleville sur Mer, which covers twenty-eight acres, more than
9,000 American servicemen and women who died in the Normandy and Brittany
campaigns in 1944 are buried.

Western Normandy and the United States
Western Normandy has always had close relations with the United

States, which have become even tighter since the end of the Second World
War. The region hosts many American citizens, particularly in the Caen



area. The city of Caen is the Sister City of both Nashville, Tennessee and
Alexandria, Virginia. Many associations attest to the steadfast commitment

to preserving the Franco-American friendship; among them are the Sister City
Committees of Caen-Nashville and Caen Alexandria, Les Fleurs de la Mémoire,
and France Etats-Unis Caen. Caen now boasts a "Maison des Etats-Unis,"
which is dedicated to promoting French and American understanding and which
is affiliated with the University of Caen. The town of Deauville is twinned

with Lexington, KY. The Manche Department has a twinning relationship
agreement with the state of Tennessee.

US Firms in Western Normandy

1. Batimetal SA

2. Benoist Girard - Stryker Howmet
3. CD Warehouse

4, D.P.C.I.

5. Dresser - Halliburton

6. Filix

7. Frubana SA

8. Howmet SAS - Howmet Corp. (Alcoa)
9. I.S.L Holding

10. Key Plastics

11. Laboratoires Services Kodak

12. Meritor Lvs France

13. Nadella Industries

14. Netcentrex S.A.

15. Nomel S A

16. Oxford Automotive France Industries
17. Robinson Europe

18. Rockwood Electronic Materials
19. Schering Plough

20. Schwan's France

21. Titan France SAS

22. Ugs France

23.

For further information on Caen and Western Normandy, contact:

Eric Beaty, Commercial Specialist

U.S. Consulate for Western France - APP-Rennes

30 quai Duguay-Trouin

35000 Rennes, France

Tel.: (0)2 23 44 09 62

E-mail: Eric.Beaty@mail.doc.gov or
beatyeb@state.gov

Other useful contacts:
Normandie Développement
Mr. Duc Nguyen

57 avenue de Bretagne
B.P. 1083

76173 Rouen cedex



Phone: (0)2 35 03 06 04

Fax: (0)2 35 03 07 86
www.normandydev.com

E-mail: dnguyen@normandydev.com

CEBANOR - Comité d'Expansion de la Basse Normandie
Jack Lanco, Consul de Finlande

14 rue Goupy

14000 Caen, France

Phone: (0)2 31 06 98 11

Fax: (0)2 31 06 98 12

E-mail: jalanco@hotmail.com
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